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The Academic Matters Committee met at 9:09 a.m. on Thursday, July 14, 2011, in 
Ballroom B in the Student Center at Southern Illinois University Carbondale.  Present 
were:  Ed Hightower, chair, and Don Lowery.  Other Board members present were:  Jeff 
Harrison (by phone), Roger Herrin, Mark Hinrichs, Donna Manering, John Simmons (by 
phone), and Marquita Wiley.  Board member absent:  Michelle Hook Dewey.  Executive 
Officers present were:  President Glenn Poshard; Chancellor Rita Cheng, SIUC; 
Chancellor Vaughn Vandegrift, SIUE; Vice President Paul D. Sarvela; and Senior Vice 
President Duane Stucky. 
 
Minutes 
 
Motion was made by Trustee Lowery to approve the minutes of the May 12, 2011, 
meeting.  The motion was duly seconded by Chair Hightower and passed by 
Committee. 
 
Information Report:  Approval of New Programs, Reasonable and Moderate 
Extensions, Approval of Off-Campus Program Locations, and Academic Program 
Eliminations and Suspensions, July 1, 2010, through June 30, 2011 (Board 
Agenda Item H) 
 
Vice President Sarvela presented the annual report of program modifications, additions, 
and eliminations.   
 
Trustee Lowery recommended approval of Board agenda item H and that it be placed 
on the Board’s omnibus motion.  The motion was duly seconded by Chair Hightower 
and was passed by the Academic Matters Committee. 
 
Presentation: SIUC’s IGERT Program in Watershed Science and Policy 
 
Professors Nicholas Pinter, Matt Whiles, and Sara Baer, and doctoral students Kim 
Erndt and Kristen Pitts talked about SIUC’s IGERT program in watershed science and 
policy.  The program involves a $3.2 million award and a $200,000 international 
supplement from the National Science Foundation.  IGERT is the National Science 
Foundation’s premier program for fostering cross-disciplinary research in science and 
policy.   
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Other Business 
 
Having no further business before it, the Academic Matters Committee adjourned at 
9:35 a.m. 
 
 
PDS/am 


